DAUGHTERS   OF    QUEEN   VICTORIA

personage in this Kensington quintet. She was a
very pretty girl, Victoria adored her and Victoria's
uncle. King George IV, on the few occasions on
which they met, obesely ogled her. The third was
the governess of the two girls, Fraulein Lchzen,
daughter of a Hanoverian pastor, whom the King
created Baroness Lehzen. The fourth member of
the party was an Irishman, Sir John Conroy, He
had been an equerry of the Duke of Kent's, and was
now Controller of the Duchess's Household- The
fifth and the most potentially important of them all
was the Princess Victoria herself, a plain child but
of exuberant vitality. She gobbled her food, she
laughed with wide open mouth, she was naughty and
self-willed and hated her lessons, but loved all forms
of activity and diversion, her pony, her dogs, her
dolls' house, dancing, the play and the opera* When
she was seven years old her beloved Feodore, now
approaching marriageable age, was taken back to
Germany by the Dowager Duchess of Coburg, her
grandmother and Albert's, and Victoria was left
companionless but never alone, with a troupe of
tutors to give her the education suitable to a little
girl who would one day be Queen of England,

Albert would have revelled in this life which
afforded such opportunities for acquiring knowledge,
but to Victoria, in spite of diversions, it was a sad and
lonely childhood. Even before Feodore's departure,
and far more so after it, there had been little bright-
ness in the household, and Feodore writing to her
half-sister confirmed this gloomy impression. The
only happy hours, she said, that they had spent